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Are in the fall of 2020
Local elections in North Rhine-Westphalia.

You want to know more:

 What does democracy Mean?..........cccecoweeeeeeeeeeeeeen. .
What does municipal election mean?.......................
O What is the @dVICE? .......eoeeueieieie e
T What iSCOUNtY COUNCH .....vvveeeee e e )
C  What do Ivote in the municipal election? ....................
 What are political Parti€S? ........ccceceeveeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeennns
T WhO CAN VOE? ..o e
The election NOtIfiCatioN ............ccueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens
Election by the Integration Council.............ccoccevveeveen.
Election from the Ruhr Parliament...........cc..ccoecn..... :
Steps or stairs in the election room .........cccceeeeeeeeenn...
How to vote in the election room.............ccccccevueen.....
" Which ballot papers do you get? .........c...ocu.....

@ Help withvoting........ccoooviiiiii e

C Letter choice: how does it work? .....

T HOW tovote at NOME .......veeeceeeeeeeeeeee e

T What happensvith YOUrVOTe..........ocoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenanss
 Who won the election? ...........cccccueeeeeeeveeeeeeeen.

N = TUTs Yo {1 ARSI

Text note: Some wals areorange printed. They are
explained in the text.

Voting is a very important right. Get involved.
Go vote!
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Greetings from North Rhine-Westphalia
North Rhine-Westphalia is called: NRW

Professor Doktor Andreas Kost

State Center for Political Education

This organization explains to citizens: This is how politics
works.

In democracy, everyone can have a say. Democracy
lives from participation!

It is important that people choose. Local

elections are held every 5 years.

This is how you decide what happens in your
community in North Rhin&Vestphalia.

This brochure shows how elections go.
And it shows why elections are impant.
Please go vote.

Foreword by the local umbrella organizations

We represent the interests of cities, municipalities and districts in
NRW.

In the fall it is municipal election.

That's why we made this booklet.

In the booklet we explain important thingdout local elections. In
the municipal elections, the citizens elect the district day and the
municipal council.

The district day and the municipal council decide for the citizens.

The district day and the municipal council decide for you and
about the pace where you live.

So you also decide. That is
democracy.
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Claudia Middendorf
Representative for people with disabilities in NRW

Voting is a fundamental right.

Please g vote.

You can choose politicians who stand up for you.

In the local elections, you can have a say in the politics in your
area.

This is important.

You read this booklet.

This shows that you are interested in the municipal

elections. That pleases me vanyuch.

The regional center for political education
and the communities have supported this booklet.
For that | say thank you.

We explain a lot of things in this booklet. But

maybe you have further questions. Then you

can ask these points:

¢ The Competence Cuars for SeHDetermined Living (KSL)

¢ The Supplementary Independent Participation Consultations
(EUTB) | hope you enjoy reading!

Nice that you are interested in the municipal election.
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What does democracy mean?

In thedemocracy definitely not just goerson.

In thedemocracy may all people have a say. Germany is
onedemocracy.

In Germany, everyone has a say.

There is thaRRight to vote. If
you choose
you have a say in Germany.

There are various elections in Germany.

There is a choice for all of Geamny. This
choice is calle@undestag election.

<_/ )

There are elections in the ,»
different federal states. TheséL
are called electiorfstate

Germany

election.

E’\} /\ Federal states

There is a choe for cities, towns and
counties.

A countyis a group of several cities and
municipalities.

The choice for cities, municipalities and

North Rhine- districts is called ocal election.
Westphalia
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What is called local election?

Thelocal electionis the choice for a city, @mmunity or a
district.

A city, municipality or district is also called a municipality.

That is why it is saidocal election.

In thelocal electionchoose politicians for your city, community
or district.

So you have a say in your city, community or distiihelLocal

elections are every 5 years.

In thelLocal election you can choose:

a member for oneouncil board
What is advice?

We explain that on page 7.

one member for one _ o
Whatis the district

representation?We explain
that on page 7.

District representation

Who is the mayor We
explain that on page 9.

the mayor
or the Mayoress

Who is the district
administrator?

or the Chief District We explain that on page 9.

the District Administrator

Administrator
What is County council?

a member for the We explain that on page 8.

County council
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Not everyone knows everything. You

cannotknow everything either.

That is why we choose people who know their way around.

In the cities and towns these people are calieduncil members. In
countys these people are callecbunty councils members.

TheCouncil members andCounty councils members represent all
people in a city, community or district.
You decide important questions.

For example:
What should our kindergarten look like?
Do we need a swimming pool?

AllCouncil members together are the people's
representation. The local people's representations are, for
example:

of the City council or Community council
of the County council

TheCouncil members are in one council.
In thelL.ocal election choose the council.
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What is the council board?

A council stands up for the people in one place.
There are different councils.

The council board in place

There iscouncil boardn every city and in every
municipality. The councils do the same.

But the councils have different names:
In aparishit is calledCommunity council.
In a city it is called@ity council.
There are even several councils in very large cities.
Very large cities are divided into districts. A
district is part of a city.

There is a council in each district.
The councils in the districts are callédstrict representations.
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What is the county council?

Some cities and towns belong to oneunty.

Of thecounty is a group of several cities and municipalities.
Everyonecountyalso hasouncil board

Thiscouncil boards calledCounty council.

in the County council sitcounty councd members.

In thelLocal election the members are elected in autunirom
County council.

Yn is
county

Some cities and towns amunty-
iIndependant. That meansthey do not

belong to anycounty.

Then there is none for these citieunty council.

What do | vote in the municipal election?

_ In theLocal electionchoose people
What is a party and

voter group?
We explain that on
pages 10 and 11.

for council board
The people are callecbuncil
members. EaclCouncil memberis

in one Political party, Voter group

orimpartial.
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In thelLocal election you have different voices. That
means: You can choose different people.

All voters can vote these 2 people:

1. A member forcouncil boad in your place.
2.0nemayor.

There are several in all citiesayor. The bas is
the full-time employeenayor. Fulltime means:
He gets a wage.

The othersmayor work on a voluntary basis. That
means: you get no wages.

Some cities areounty-independant.

Then the boss is callédayor.

In theLocal electionchoose only onenayor: You chose the
Mayor.

And you choose thabistrict representation.

Whatis the district
representation?We explain
that on page 7.

Some voters can vote for other people:

Maybe yourparishbelongs to acounty. Then choose
a member for theCounty council. And you choose
the boss fromCounty council.

The boss of.ounty

councilcdledDistrict

Administrator. He works full time.

So you can choodeur people.
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What are political parties?

APolitical party consists of many people.

The people in on€olitical party have the same goals.
ThePolitical partyis committed to these goals your
community, city or district.

OtherParties often want to achieve other goals.

In thelLocal election choose people in ongolitical party are. For

example, there aresomeParties mentioned hereunder

1. Social democratié’arty Germany The
abbreviation is SPD.

2. Christian Democratc Union
The abbreviation is CDU.

3. Alliance 90/ TheGreen
Party The abbreviation is biF s ﬁ’ﬁ
Die Gruenen.

4. Free Democrati¢’arty The FDP

abbreviation is FDP.

5. Alternative for Germany Alternative
The abbreviation is AfD. Deutschland
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There are also groups.

The groups are calledoter group.

Thisgroupsare asgood as the big parties aroan be voted for,
especially ortown or county level (\(

6. Free Voters Community =
The abbreviation is FWG. e

& _
"FWG Die FREIEN - original und

weoemsnvcx — acht fiir Rheda-Wiedenbriick

Kompetent und biirgemah mit dber 30 Jahren kommunalpolitischer Erfahrung.

Bianca Weber

g Bankkauffrau ’
Giinter Arlt Sergei Gorenbacher
Dipl. Wirtsch. Ing. (FH) Konstrukteur
Beratungs Ing.

Dagmara Boruszewska
Inhaberin Hundesalon

Frei und unabhangig und vor allem
biirgernah! Ohne Fraktionszwang
und nicht - wie die Parteien - an Be-
schliisse und Programme gebunden.

Tiilay Cobaﬁ

g;t:f:tiﬁrr? = Einzelhandelskauffrau

Sahine Hiihsch
Unternehmerin

foeg-rh-wed.de
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who may vote?

If you are at the_ocal election want tovote, then
you have to pay attention to these 5 rules

1. You are 16 years of age or older.
2. Youhave been living in NRW since the 16th day before the election.
3. You arenative German

That means: you have a German identity card.

Or: you are an EU citizen.
That means: you have an ID card from another country in
Europe, for example Poland, RomarBajgaria etc.
The country is in the European Union.
4. A court has not forbidden you to vote.
5. You are in the voter directory.
You get one-lection notification by mail.

What is an election notification? We
explain that on page 13.

Do you meet all 5 rules?
Then you can join the
Local election voting.

Important

Even if you are a supervisor

you can choose all matters.
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The election notification

TheElection notification is a letter or a postcard.
You get oné-lection notification sent by mail. Thé&lection
notification arrivesabout threeweeks before the election day.

That is to be seen in the Election notification:

Your name and address.
The election day.
Whereyour VVoting room is:

Voting roomor dWahtLoka is the place
where you carvote.

Oftenthe Voting room isin a
school near you.

When theVoting room is open:

in theVVoting room choose from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

If Youhave notreceiveda Election notification: Then ask ithe

Election office.
TheElection office belongs to the administration of

your community. It is often in the town hall.
The employees dhe Election office will help you.

You can alswote at home. It's

calledVoting by letter. : .
9 by What is a voting by letter?

We explain that on page 26.
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Election for the Integration Council

Maybe you come from another country. Or your
parents come from another country.

Then on the day dfocal election
Thereisalso thelntegration Council vote.

Of thelntegration Council iscouncil board
The Councik committed to helping peopleith Migration history.

Migration history called:
Someone comes from another country.
Or the parents come from another country.

Of thelntegration Council tell the council of your city
or town:

People have these probleniéigration history.
People need that wittiigration history.

So it should people witiMigration history go well. And
they should participate everywhere.

Many members fromntegration Council
come from another country. Or have
parents from another country.

Many cities have their owmtegration Council.

Of thelntegration Council adviseghe council boardof
your city, municipalityr District representation.
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What does the Integration Council do?

Some people don't speak German very well. Others don't
know: How can Wote?

You don't understand a lot of information.

For example, people don't know: How carote?

That's why he meetsitegration Council and considered.:
How can people wittviigration history
participate everywhere?
What can you do better?
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choice from the Ruhr Parliament

There is another piece abuncil boardn part of NRW.
Thiscouncil boards:Ruhr parliament.

The part of NRW is callelietropolis-Ruhr.

On the map you can see thiéctropolis-

Ruhr:

Metropolis-

Maybe you live in thé/letropolis-Ruhr.

Thenvote the day of the_ocal election alsothe

Ruhr parliament.

You get for the choice ¢fuhr parliament

one extra/ote slip.

For each/ote slip you have a voice.

That means: You can only have one cross\gere slip do.
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Whatis the Ruhr Parliament doing?

TheRuhr parliament has 91 members.

Thekuhr parliamentbelongs to Regional Association
Ruhr. The members oRuhr parliament all come from the
Metropolis-Ruhr.

TheRuhr parliament would like to:

TheMetropolis-Ruhr should develop well.

That decidesRuhr parliament about many things.

The administration oRegional Association Ruhr then do these things.

nature and environment

For example: théregional Association Ruhr maintains many forests.

traffic
For example: théregional Association Ruhr plans new bike paths.

Learn and research
For example: théregional Association Ruhrdevelops new ideas
for school lessons together with specialists.

Culture

For example: théregional Association Ruhrtakes care of the
preservation of industrial monuments.

Vacation and leisure
For example: théregional Association Ruhrtakes care of
many large swimming pools and parks.

Economy and housing
For example: thé&xegional Association Ruhrdefines areas for
new apartments and new factory facilities.
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Steps or stairs in the election room

You may choose to drive in a wheelchair or have a walker. Then you
definitely want to know:
You can also get into it with a wheelchair or rollatarting room?

In theElection notification there can be something

F62dzi GKAAP LF GKSNBQa y20KAYy3IA AYy A
ask inElection office from your community to.

You can find information on the website of your

community or in the newspaper.

With aElection ticket you can boose your own choice of

room.

your\Voting room has stairs,

and you can't go in with the wheelchair? Then you can
Election ticket to get.

TheElection ticketyou get inElection officefrom your
community. With theElection ticket can you see th&oting room
choose

So also on&/oting roomwithout stairs and steps.

You can also choose from home. Then you

don't needgo tooneVoting room.

For that you need on&oting by letter letter apply for.
That means: You send your election papers by post.

You can find out more about letter selection
on page 26.
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How to choose in the election room

Go to the on election dayoting room.

On theElection notificationstands where you can choose. Of
theVVoting roomis open between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on
election day.

You have to bring:

1. Your identity card

2. YourElection notification
Find your<=lection notification no more? It doesn't
matter.
Your identity card is important.
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in the Voting roomthere are several election helpers
sitting at a table.

Here's what you need to do:

1. You show your choice to an election assistamttion
notification or your identity card.

2. You get different onesote slip. Which/ote
slip do you get exactly?

We explain that on page 21.

On theBallot papersall stancbeople andParties you can
choose.

3. With theBallot papers go to the alone/oting cabin.
TheVoting cabin is in thatVoting room. A
Voting cabin is a table with
Walls around. One side
has no wall. The choice is
secret.

Others cannot see who you
choose.

4. You decide.

5. There is a box with the election
helpers. The box is callgdllot box.
Throw thatVote slip through the slot in the
Ballot box.

In theBallot box will all Vote slip collected.

And you have already voted.
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